~ Looking back wi

back at the months gone by, to recount
vents that transpired within that
time and reflect on their implications.

\Whenomlsmhim' S approaching a date as signif--
icant as the one around the corner,

needs to 1ok back even further perhaps :
a century at least; if not ﬂﬂﬂenm‘g 4
is a daunting proposition and one that I
had no intention of pursuing even hal-

I’ is customary, as a year ends, to look

dencewrittenin 1992by M.N. Srinivas. As
readers are probably aware, M. N. Srini-
vas, one of India’s foremost social scien-

tists, passed away recently. Publications

have been flush with obituaries

his accomplishments. His field-worked
monographs, his observations on caste
and his various conceptualisations in-
cluding the idea of ‘Sanskritisation’ are
remarked upon as having given him re-
nown both at home and abroad. Ini fact, it
is said, that contemporary sociology and
anthropology mmdiabegan_wmlM. N.
Srinivas

Lmet him in 1994 o interview him fra
book I was writing on the impact of televi-
sion and the middle-class. Far from an in-
ternationally renowned academic, I found
adoughty middle aged man, unkempt and
dressed in comfortable home clothes, He
looked like any ordinary person spending
his days in secluded retirement in Bang-
alore. Once he warmed to his subject th-
ough, he was unstoppable making tren-
chantobservations on drawingrooms that
have ‘your wife’s wretched needlework on

the wall’ and on the burgeoning Non-Re-
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to supervise their dau-
‘ghters’ * pregnancies.
- The NRI was going to be
“‘aTrojan horsefor west-

- warned. BeforeIleft, he
fway. Until Ichanced uponanessayonthe

sident Indian culture :
people recounting their
visits to relatives abr-
oad; mothers travelling

ern values’ he .darkly

gave me a copy of his es-
shy.‘It’washisonlchpy,
he told me. Please xerox
it and send it back, he
said. Tam pleased to say

1did not forget. And as * AMRITA SHAH

one of ‘India’s few truly ‘
public intellectual figures’, I think his
views form an apt summation for the cen-
tury-end of social trends in post indepen-
dence India. -
Inﬂ)eearlypartofmeessay, Srinivas
i the aim set out in the Constituy.
tion : to create a ‘casteless and classless’
society through parliamentary democ-
racy based on adult franchise. “Democr-
acy”, Srinivas maintained, “enables ev-
ery tension to surface and with incre-
asing numbers of hereditary groups com-
peting to obtain access to resources wh-
ich are getting more scarce, government
is continually under such pressure that
its survival occasionally appears precar-
ious.” Despite this threat - amply borne
outby ourrecent series ofshort-lived gov-
ermments — Srinivas considered democ-
racy as having played a crucial role in
India: serving as an invaluable informa-
tion system, sustaining the nation as a

- The old problem of brain
other hand, he discovered,
asanegative with
‘NRIs’ and their
erred to their grey
Thesurgemconstmwrjsmandad-
hewozﬁed,wouldm'eaﬂym-
poor divide while stress
to astrology and

Wwas nolonger perceived
becoming
greenbacks being pref

. other palliatives,
special mention with Srini
that their distinct culture needs to be stud. ;
sociologistsand anthropologists “in
samewayasttwystmiythecul_tureand
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single entity and elimi-
natingfamine,
In the next part he
discussatheﬁseofcor-
- ruptionandviolence, In'
both cases, he points
out, itisnotjustarisein
fact but also in mythol-

. behaviour of faraway tribes and efhnic

mll:lm. ” i

the realm of palitics, the major
 change he identifies as having occmu;}‘]ed
with independénce and adult franchise is
the emergence of Dolitical power as the
supreme value. Artha, he Ihaintains, has

wealth for power can confer wealth and

' muchelse besides, Power has not only be-

come glamorous,butalsoeme:gedasth k
legitimlser of all acheivement. Evidmc:
orwhlchcanbefoundinminishersbeing'

wing © askedtoi te, release, preside over
ns.

and grace functio :
There are brescriptions as well. The

eminent sociologist believed that : “peo-

ple’s movements are needed particularly

governments wil] not be tolerated.”
on the individgua] plane, he felt “there is a
need to spread the message that happ.

gives money but satisfaction. It ig also
necessary to realise that those who are
gifgedhaveanobligationtousetheirgiﬂs
which they have inheri and which a

should not be confined to the wealthy buxt)
extended to include the gifted.”




