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HE TRIBUTES i

the late Prof MN I)Sﬁglv;g
b have concentrated, quite
| understandably, on his
many contributions to so-

ciology.

Prof Srinivas bei
) ng o
founding fathers of I%\digﬁ gf);?ai

i i could not have

Y appreciateq
undaries of gq-

in  which p
ned as we]] as :}?é‘
method for Ingjap

ts impact on other

SOlelll SCIEnces as well, ngiay
empirical economists prior to the
19705 functioned almost entirely
- with secondary data.

Prof Srinivas found this ap-

proach exasperating. He believed
one needed to live and participate
in a community in order to under-
stand how it functioned.
¢ He did manage to convince
. some younger economists in the
| 1970s that this approach was es-
sential especially when studying
issues where people may not be
forthcoming, like indebtedness.

Prof Srinivas may have con-

vinced fewer economists than he
would have liked, but he did stop
them from claiming, as they once
did, that an economist studying
the wheat economy did not need
to be able to recognise a wheat
plant.

The links between Prof
Srinivas’s work and fields outside
sociology were also not confined
to the social sciences. Among t.hg
less explored dimensions of h_1s
work is its relationship to the lit-
erary tradition of old Mysore.
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is tradition, if it canbe callgd
that, covers a wide range of wpt-
ors from RK Narayan 1n English

to Masti Venkatesha Iyengar an

Tribute

Narendar Panij exp

Their work Was marked

. . b ¥
tain IIreverence; they wgrg ?ﬁ)rt
very comfortable with grand trea-
tises; and they all had an immacu-
late sense of detail. ;

The need to place Prof Srinivas
in this literary context is not be-
cause he was a great litterateur.
He did write a couple of short
stories which have had their fans
among fellow sociologists.’

He ‘also shared with R K
Narayan a fondness for writing
non-fiction about the world
around him.

If RK Narayan's The Emerald
Route looked at Karnataka as a
whole, Prof Srinivas published a
personalised account of Banga-
lore. But such pieces were t00
few and far between to build his
credentials as a litterateur. :

Prof Srinivas himself was quite
dismissive of his literary creden-
tials and tended to treat his for-

ays into literature as one of the

indiscretions of youth.

If Prof Srinivas must still bg

placed in this literary context, it

is because of the influence of \'.hlS
tradition on his sociology. .1...lke
the litterateurs of this tradition,

fortable with grand theories.

Prof. Srinivas was not quite com-

By the very nature of hlS pro-
fession he did come up with new

to a titan

lores Prof Srinivas’s links with old

to explain all situatjo,
Without the prop g
prop of a
the;ory Prql‘ Srinivas haq tﬁr?;id
quite heavily on the quality of luss,
Insights and his

5 of Sriniv:
Irrever o

ence of olq also shared the

teurs. When hj o i e
. s fiel,
g:v?t in a fire, ¢ grsl,l?:neosr: x
ha\;;a belsn shatterl;d e
ut Prof Srinivag si :
; imy
;m to write about the villal;g av;e}?t
e_rqembered it. And to some e:
p;aclally those outside the field
of soclqlogy, The Remembered
Village is something they will
remember Prof Srinivas by more

Mysore literature

than all his e arli
Perhaps the

Is that it does not :
ebration of irrever, allow its cel-
into cynicism.

of Prof Srinivas
as
_ He, like othe well,

tion, was an

er erudite essays, !

Sreatest qualit; .
the old Mysore literary tra digg,f

|

erent detail to slip
And this was trug .;f—‘l_

ts of his gener. B
o5 a- e
India fifty yeum&le“tmg critic of |

dence, 5 after indepen- |
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made hj conservatlsm also R

im u ‘
some of hncomforl:able with

The old X
more wy Mysore tradition, in

* the base from w
could

ys than one, ' provideq || -
hich Prof Srinivas |
reach out to different cor-

ners of the world. The more his. f-

woyk flowered in western acad-
emia, the deeper were his roots at
home. kY
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Navaratna Rama Rao in Kannada.
The concerns of these writers

varied a great deal. But their writ-
ing had some common strands.

concepts. But his focus remained
on trying to gain insights into spe-
cific situations rather than com-
ing up with a theory that sought
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