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Preface

This is the companion volume to In The National Interest:
A Strategic Foreign Policy for India, jointly authored by
Dr Rajiv Kumar and myself. This book is based on The
National Interest Project which was undertaken at the
Indian Council on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER) to suggest external policies and strategies for
the decade 2010-20 on the basis of an analysis of India’s
national interests.

Thisvolume consists of specialised thematic and country
papers which formed the building blocks of the project.
We hope, in particular, that this thematic treatment of the
subject will bring about new perspectives and benchmarks.

The papers are written by experts with theoretical and
practical knowledge of their subjects, validated through peer

reviews. In fact, the papers would not have been possible
without the contributions of reviewers, participants at
the initial brainstorming sessions and members of the
National Interest Project research team. The views
expressed are, of course, those of the authors, as also any
erTors or omissions.

The volume attempts a forward-looking analysis and
not a historical one. While some details will have inevitably
become outdated since the papers were written during
2007-09, we have not found it necessary to update them
as their focus is on long-term trends and strategies. In
fact, we are quite gratified that they have presaged many
subsequent developments and policy initiatives, though we
do not claim any causal credit!

Santosh Kumar
Senior Consultant, ICRIER
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