
HERE are some cities in the 
world that announce them-
selves merely through skylines 
and infrastructure. Bangkok, 
however, possesses something 
rarer: a civilisational soul. It is 
at once ancient and modern, 

deeply rooted yet remarkably dynamic—
a city where gilded temples stand beside 
towers of  global commerce, where tradi-
tion does not retreat before modernity 
but converses with it. As an Indian visit-
ing Thailand, one cannot help but feel 
not estrangement, but familiarity.

India and Thailand are linked by far 
more than diplomatic protocol or com-
mercial engagement. Ours is a relation-
ship rooted in centuries of  cultural fa-
miliarity and maritime interaction. From 
the influence of  Buddhist traditions to 
the enduring resonance of  the Ramayana 
in Thai cultural life, from linguistic and 
artistic exchanges to shared spiritual in-
heritances, it becomes evident that the 
connections between our societies pre-
date the modern nation-state itself.

Indeed, when one walks through  
Bangkok, Ayutthaya, or Chiang Mai, one 
encounters echoes of  a shared Asian 
heritage interpreted through uniquely 
Thai genius and sensibility. The very  
vocabulary of  kingship, spirituality, art 
and classical literature in Thailand 
bears testimony to centuries of  intellec-
tual and cultural exchange across the 
Bay of  Bengal. These links were not 
forged through conquest, but through 
monks, merchants, scholars and travel-
lers who built bridges of  understanding 
long before modern diplomacy institu-
tionalised relations. But while history 
has given our relationship depth, the  
future now demands greater ambition.

The truth is that India and Thailand re-
main, in many respects, under-partnered 
relative to their potential. Thailand stands 
today as one of  Southeast Asia’s most dy-
namic economies—a major manufactur-
ing hub, a gateway to ASEAN markets, 
and a country with impressive capabili-
ties in tourism, logistics, food processing, 
healthcare, hospitality and electronics. 
India, meanwhile, offers scale, talent, 
technological capacity, a rapidly expand-
ing consumer market, and growing manu-
facturing and digital ecosystems. The 
complementarities are compelling and 
the global economic environment increas-
ingly strengthens the case for closer col-
laboration between our two countries.

As international supply chains un-
dergo restructuring, businesses across 
the world are seeking reliability, diver-
sification and regional resilience. This 
creates a historic opening for India and 

Thailand to position themselves as in-
terconnected partners within a wider 
Asian growth architecture. There is tre-
mendous scope for deeper cooperation 
in renewable energy, pharmaceuticals, 
digital technologies, fintech, education, 
healthcare, tourism, food processing, lo-
gistics and semiconductors. 

The digital economy, in particular, of-
fers exciting possibilities. India’s success 
in building large-scale digital public in-
frastructure has attracted considerable 
international attention. Thailand, simi-
larly, has emerged as one of  Southeast 
Asia’s most innovative digital economies. 
Collaboration in fintech regulation, cy-
bersecurity, e-commerce ecosystems, 
startup incubation and smart-city devel-
opment could become an important new 
pillar of  bilateral engagement.

Tourism, too, deserves to be viewed not 
merely as a commercial activity, but as an 
instrument of  cultural diplomacy and 

economic integration. Millions of  Indians 
already visit Thailand every year, drawn 
not only by hospitality and natural beauty, 
but by an intuitive cultural comfort. 
Equally, India offers enormous opportuni-
ties for Thai tourism, wellness industries, 
Buddhist pilgrimage circuits, medical 
tourism, and educational exchange. En-
hanced physical, digital and cultural con-
nections can significantly deepen people-
to-people ties between our societies.

Connectivity itself  will play a trans-
formative role in the coming decades. 
Projects such as the India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway carry sig-
nificance far beyond infrastructure. 
They represent the physical attempt to 
realise a larger strategic vision: the 
seamless integration of  South Asia with 
Southeast Asia. For India, particularly 
for our northeastern states, improved 
connectivity with Thailand and ASEAN 
can become a powerful engine of  eco-

nomic growth, trade expansion and  
regional development. One must remem-
ber that connectivity is not merely about 
roads and ports; it is about opportunity. 
It is about enabling commerce, tourism, 
investment, educational exchange and 
human interaction. Infrastructure, at its 
best, is diplomacy made concrete.

Maritime cooperation also deserves far 
greater attention than it often receives. 
The Bay of  Bengal and the Andaman Sea 
are no longer peripheral maritime spac-
es. They are rapidly emerging as strategic 
corridors of  commerce, connectivity, en-
ergy flows and security cooperation with-
in the wider Indo-Pacific region. As geo-
political competition intensifies across 
maritime Asia, India and Thailand share 
a common interest in ensuring that these 
waters remain open, stable, secure and 
governed by international law.

This naturally creates opportunities for 
deeper collaboration in maritime securi-
ty, blue economy initiatives, coastal sus-
tainability, humanitarian assistance, dis-
aster relief  coordination, marine research 
and environmental protection. Climate 
change, after all, respects no national bor-
ders. Rising sea levels, extreme weather 
events and ecological degradation threat-
en all coastal societies alike. Regional  
cooperation, therefore, is essential.

Equally important is the role of  insti-
tutions such as the India-Thai Chamber 
of  Commerce, which since 1944 serves 
not merely as commercial facilitators, 
but as a bridge between our societies. 
Governments may create frameworks 
and agreements, but it is entrepreneurs, 
investors, innovators and institutions 
that transform diplomatic goodwill into 
tangible partnerships. In many ways, 
business communities often move faster 
than governments. They identify oppor-
tunities before policymakers fully recog-
nise them. They build trust through 
practical engagement and they create 
the networks of  familiarity and confi-
dence upon which enduring strategic 
partnerships are constructed.

The time has come for India and Thai-
land to think beyond incrementalism. 
Our relationship should not be confined 
to managing existing ties; it should aspire 
to shaping the future architecture of  
Asian cooperation itself. Geography has 
made us neighbours. History has made us 
civilisational partners. The demands of  
the 21st century must now make us stra-
tegic collaborators. If  we approach this 
partnership with sufficient imagination 
and ambition, the best chapters of  the 
India-Thailand story will yet be written.

 (Views are personal)
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India’s relation with Thailand runs deeper than diplomacy  
and commerce. It’s time to make it a strategic collaboration  

that aims to shape the future of the wider Indo-Pacific region

NEW FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
OPTIONS LARGE ENOUGH TO 
PLUG LIKELY BOP SHORTFALL

W
HILE keeping the repo rate unchanged at 5.25 percent 
and retaining a neutral policy stance, the RBI on  
Friday raised its inflation forecast for 2026-27 to 5.1 
percent and revised the real GDP estimate down to 
6.6 percent. An anticipated slowdown is writ large on 

the more-than-a-percentage-point cut from 2025-26’s revised 
growth rate of  7.7 percent. Given the Gulf  war’s continuing 
uncertainties, growth may suffer even further. With fuel pric-
es rising by `7.5 a litre last month, inflation prints from May 
onwards will likely breach 4 percent. Wholesale inflation hit 
8.3 percent in April, and the pass-through of  input cost pres-
sures to the consumer basket is inevitable. What is more wor-
risome is that the RBI expects inflation in the second, third 
and fourth quarters to top 5 percent—which means higher 
prices will persist throughout 2026-27. The projections assume 
the Indian crude oil import basket at $95 a barrel; but if   
energy shortages deepen, headline inflation runs the risk of  
breaching the upper ‘tolerance limit’ of  6 percent. 

For now, Governor Sanjay Malhotra is willing to look past 
fuel inflation and act only when the price rise broadens. In 
any case, tightening rates now will lower neither the head-
line inflation nor pump prices. That said, Malhotra may be 
forced to raise rates to contain the second-round effects, as 
inflation expectations are harder to control than inflation 
itself. Seen in this context, Friday’s decisions were less 
about growth-inflation dynamics and more to do with exter-
nal problems. First up was rupee depreciation. Instead of  
deploying rate hikes to defend the currency, the RBI turned 
to foreign investors by fully opening up access to the Indian 
bond market to include papers beyond 10-year tenors. 

Further sweetening the deal, the government offered tax 
exemptions on interest and capital gains on bond sales. How-
ever, it’s unclear if  Friday’s bonanza can stem the sustained 
flight of  foreign capital. Foreign investors are dumping Indian 
equities in truckloads, but not bonds. In fact, their bond hold-
ings are smaller than of  equities. But together with the RBI’s 
other measures allowing banks to raise deposits from Indians 
abroad and making it easier for public sector companies to 
raise external commercial borrowings, India expects to  
attract $35-45 billion in foreign capital—just enough to bridge 
the anticipated balance of  payments shortfall for 2026-27.

DO UNTO OTHERS WHAT YOU 
WANT DONE TO INDIANS

A
BERRANT behaviour by Indian tourists abroad—rang-
ing from the embarrassing to the indefensible—has in-
vited severe backlash from various parts of  the world in 
recent weeks. The charges include pilfering cutlery, linen 
and room décor, loud sloganeering, dangerous displays 

of  public exuberance and even the defacement of  a sacred geo-
logical landmark. Last month’s incident of  a family caught in 
Bali with goods stolen from their resort recalled a similar epi-
sode in 2019 and reinforced an uncomfortable stereotype: that 
a section of  Indian travellers treats foreign destinations as 
spaces where normal standards of  civic conduct do not apply.

What makes these incidents particularly troubling is that 
they are no longer viewed as isolated acts. Across destina-
tions, complaints about noise, littering, queue-jumping, disre-
gard for local customs and petty pilferage are coalescing into 
a stereotype. Hotels have begun issuing advisories directed at 
Indian guests; social media is replete with unflattering com-
mentary. The issue is not that Indians are uniquely prone to 
such conduct. It is that the actions of  a visible minority are 
increasingly shaping perceptions of  an entire nation. A recent 
surge in outbound tourism has amplified the visibility of  the 
inconsiderate minority. Nearly 3.3 crore Indians travelled 
overseas in 2025, 6 percent more than the previous year. Indian 
tourists are among the world’s highest spenders. Yet spending 
power alone does not command respect. Reputation is shaped 
as much by public conduct as by economic clout. 

The costs are neither trivial nor confined to tourism.  
Thailand, the third-most preferred destination for Indian travel-
lers last year and a country that once offered visa-free entry for 
up to 60 days, has tightened those rules. India continues to rank 
a modest 78th on the Henley Passport Index. More importantly, 
the actions of  a few can complicate life for the vast Indian  
diaspora whose professionalism and hard work have earned 
respect across continents. The government informed the Lok 
Sabha earlier this year that racial attacks on Indians abroad have 
risen since 2019. Such prejudice cannot be justified, but neither 
can we ignore how negative perceptions are reinforced.

In an interconnected world, citizenship does not stop at 
the immigration counter. Every traveller becomes an infor-
mal ambassador of  the country they represent. The princi-
ple is elementary and universal: behave abroad as we would 
expect visitors to behave in India. Respect, after all, is 
earned repeatedly through conduct.

Q U I C K  TA K E

OF IRANIAN STEEL

WHEN a 10-year-old Marjane Satrapi declared her wish to 
be a prophet when she grew up, her maternal grandmother 
offered to be her ‘first disciple’. Over three brilliantly- 

illustrated autobiographical books, we learned that the reverse 
was true: it was her strong-willed granny who instilled a spine 
of  steel in curious Marjane. That came of  use in exile in Europe 
as Satrapi’s progressive parents clung to hope even as their 
beloved Iran faced existential hazards. We learned how genera-
tions of  Persian women defied misogynistic religious norms 
both openly and subversively. Today, as Iran faces another ex-
istential threat, those intimate portraits of  a proud people tell 
us why the nation is unbending even when battered. It would 
not be a stretch to see Marjane’s passing this week of  ‘sadness’ 
at her beloved’s passing as another enlightening allegory.

DKS deadlines
Ref: Shivakumar faces race against clock 
(Jun 5). Two years is an incredibly short time 
to climb such a huge mountain of fiscal and 
administrative challenges. Crucially, much 
of this foundation should have been laid 
while he served as deputy CM. To succeed 
now, top-level promises must immediately 
translate into corruption-free, responsive 
grassroots policy delivery.
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Standard response
Ref: Safety as afterthought (Jun 5). 
Condolences and compensation have become 
reflexive responses rather than remedial 
ones. Exemplary action against officials who 
permit illegal construction would deter far 
more than post-incident inquiries ever will. 
For citizens, demanding fire compliance is a 
simple, actionable starting point.
Prajesh Paramasivan, Coimbatore

Devalued image 
Ref: When a rebel faces mutiny (Jun 5).  
West Bengal voters had enough of  
Mamata Banerjee’s histrionics and sent 
tsunami waves down the Trinamool’s  
cadres for the next five years. Her angry  
old lady image has lost its value, and  
she, her nephew and ministers must face  
ire for the umpteen corruption charges. 
Parthasarathy Mandadi, Tirupati

Weakening bloc 
Ref: Opposition churn (Jun 5). Recent  
poll outcomes have had a churning  
effect on the INDIA bloc, which has  
always been a hesitant amalgamation of 
opposition parties. That the bloc has been 
thrown into further disarray is evident from 
its lukewarm response to its June meet call. 
George Jacob, Kochi 

Students failed
Ref: ‘No courage to reappear ’ (Jun 5). The 
present Indian educational dispensation is 
soaked in the blood of innocent students 
who have become sacrificial lambs on the 
altar of the corrupt elements involved in the 
functioning of NEET. When tall  leaders are 
only interested in electioneering, the hearts 
of those accountable rarely soften up.
Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai

Concrete jungles
Ref: Cities under heat risk (Jun 5).  
Illogical and unscientific urbanisation  
is mainly to be blamed. While concrete 
jungles have irreversibly settled in, it’s  
now up to the government and citizens  
to save the leftover natural habitats.
Simran Poniya, Koraput 
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Long speeches and promises may please 
people initially, but a time is bound to come 
when people treated only to speeches will 
lose their faith if results do not follow
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NTO today’s polycrisis of  wars 
and oil shocks, the World Mete-
orological Organization has 
dropped a climate bombshell: 
there is an 80 percent chance a 
significant El Niño will take hold 
by mid-2026, with odds rising 

above 90 percent that it will persist well 
into winter. A few models go further, flag-
ging a possible ‘super’ event—Pacific wa-
ters warming more than 2°C beyond nor-
mal. That has not happened since 2015-16.

For most countries, this would be a 
headline. For India, it is a livelihood 
emergency in waiting. Roughly 42 per-
cent of  India’s workforce earns their 
bread from farming, and the southwest 
monsoon accounts for 70 percent of  the 
rain the country receives. The India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) has al-
ready lowered its seasonal rainfall esti-
mate twice. The probability of  El Niño 
conditions prevailing through the June-
September season now stands at 92 per-
cent, with the phenomenon expected to 
gather muscle as the months go by.

Walk into any rain-dependent village 
in Vidarbha or Kalahandi and ask what 
a 70-mm shortfall in rainfall means. It 
means the kharif  sowing gets delayed, 
then gambled upon, then sometimes 
abandoned. It means a family already 
spending half  its income on food watch-
es prices climb. It means the moneylend-
er’s ledger grows thicker. 

The physics behind the damage is 
straightforward, even if  the consequences 
are not. El Niño warms the central Pacif-
ic, which in turn scrambles a vast atmos-
pheric loop called the Walker Circulation. 
Normally, this loop helps pull moisture 
westward toward Asia. During an El Niño, 
it weakens. High pressure settles over the 
subcontinent, the humid updrafts that 
power the monsoon lose energy and rain-
bearing systems thin out or stall.

Meanwhile, the polycrisis means  
costlier diesel, costlier fertiliser and 
costlier transport—three expenses a 
small farmer cannot avoid. If  poor rains 
push up grain and vegetable prices at the 
same time that imported energy is stok-
ing broader inflation, the squeeze falls 
hardest on those who can bear it least. 

India is not alone in this predicament. 
Indonesia’s rice belt faces eerily similar 
risks every time the Pacific warms. 
What Jakarta has done differently is  
invested in making climate science leg-
ible to the people who need it most. 
Through a programme called Climate 
Field Schools—run jointly by its mete-

orological agency and agriculture min-
istry—Indonesian farmers learn to read 
seasonal forecasts and adjust their plant-
ing calendars before the drought bites.

When a UN team reviewed the pro-
gramme after the 2023 El Niño, they 
found it had tangibly softened the blow 
in the country’s most exposed commu-
nities. Indonesia has also rolled out a 
water-saving rice cultivation technique 
known as alternate wetting and drying, 
which trims irrigation needs by a fifth 
without hurting yields. 

South America tells a complementary 
story. Peru, sitting right on the Pacific’s 
doorstep, has long treated El Niño as a na-
tional economic emergency. Its multi- 
sector Estudio Nacional del Fenómeno El 
Niño (ENFEN) commission brings meteor-
ologists, agronomists, fisheries experts 
and finance officials around the same table. 
In 2023, that body sounded the alarm early 
enough for the anchovy fleet to be pulled 
off  the water before stocks collapsed, and 
for coastal farmers to switch to heat-toler-
ant crop varieties ahead of  the season.

Across Latin America more broadly, gov-
ernments are now building regional plat-
forms that link climate forecasts directly 
to fertiliser supply chains, crop insurance 
products and emergency logistics. The les-

son from both hemispheres is clear: resil-
ience works when it escapes the meteoro-
logical silo and becomes everybody’s job.

To be fair, India has not been sitting 
idle. In May 2026, the IMD unveiled an AI-
driven monsoon forecasting system that 
can predict onset at the block level a full 
month in advance—a leap from the week-
ahead alerts of  a decade ago. A pilot in 
Uttar Pradesh now generates rainfall 
predictions at one-kilometre resolution.

Mission Mausam, a `2,000-crore push, 
fuses conventional weather models with 
machine-learning networks that can read 
monsoon patterns up to 18 days out. The 
AgriStack initiative has enrolled over 8.4 
crore farmers into a digital identity system 
linked to land records, crops and entitle-
ments, and a geospatial decision-support 
platform now overlays soil health, water 
availability and weather data on one screen.

Impressive on paper. But the test of  
any tool is whether it changes things for 
the person standing in a field with no 
smartphone signal and no English. Five 
things need to happen fast. One, AI fore-
casts must reach smallholders in their 
own language, through village networks 
they already trust. Two, borrowing from 
Indonesia’s AWD playbook, water man-
agement in rain-deficit districts needs to 
move from pilot to standard practice—
micro-irrigation, watershed restoration, 
smarter use of  groundwater. Three, crop 
insurance should follow the Latin Ameri-
can direction: parametric products that 
pay out automatically when a satellite 
detects low rainfall, no paperwork, no 
waiting. Four, ICAR’s drought-tolerant 
seed varieties must be in farmers’ hands 
before—not after—the sowing window. 
And five, taking a cue from Peru’s EN-
FEN, climate risk needs a permanent 
seat at the macroeconomic table.

The monsoon will almost certainly dis-
appoint; the only uncertainty is by how 
much. What remains open is whether the 
woman tending a two-acre plot in Bun-
delkhand and the landless labourer wait-
ing for harvest work in Kalahandi will 
experience this El Niño any differently 
than their parents experienced 2009. 

 (Views are personal)
 Full article on newindianexpress.com

WAYS TO BRACE FOR A SUPER EL NIÑO

SANJAY K SRIVASTAVA S Radhakrishnan Chair Professor,  
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru; 
former Chief of Disaster Risk Reduction at UNESCAP

I

AF
P

A strong El Niño can take a big bite 
out of India’s farm output this year. 
We should learn from Indonesia, 
where farmers read seasonal 
forecasts to adjust planting 
calendars. Peru treats El Niño as 
a national economic emergency 
rather than a weather event


