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[Hlustrious Master

What I learned from my interactions with Prof. Roddam Narasimha.

ONE learns many things from as-
sociation with certain persons. Itis a
strong indicator of that person’s pos-
itive attributes and the personal
character that wields its influence on
others. One such person is Prof. Rod-
dam Narasimha, whose name and
style caught my attention in 1973
when I joined the Aero Department
of Indian Institute of Science (IISc)
in Bangalore for my Master’s pro-
gramme. I had learnt about his im-
peccable credentials from my seniors
and was most impressed by his brisk
movements that included literally
running up the staircase to his room
on the first floor above the machine
shop. He offered two elective courses
during my study period, one on hy-
personic flows and the other on real
gas dynamics. Since I was clear in my
mind that I would sooner or later end
up in an aircraft design office, any-
thing more than supersonic speed
was not of interest to me. Secondly, I
was told that both the courses would
involve high level mathematics that I
was least interested in adding to my
skill sets. Hence, I missed an oppor-
tunity to be in his class during those
two years.

After I joined Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) in 1973, I was
working in the Aerodynamics Group
of Aircraft Design Bureau (as it was
called in those days). After Raj
Mahindra took over as Director (De-
sign), it was announced that a new
project called HF25, namely HF24
modified with a single R25 engine,
would be taken up. Surprisingly, it
was also learnt that Prof. Narasimha
would be steering this project. The
youngsters were happy that a person
of that stature would be with us, but
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the elders were apprehensive how an
academic would solve their prob-
lems. Prof. Narasimha (RN here-
after) called each of the group leaders
and made them present their work.
He got all the work documented to-
gether, the first time we saw a consol-
idated document of all the work that
had gone on, in a volume arranged
chapter by chapter. RN was meticu-
lous about checking the spellings and
formatting. I still remember that the
corrections he made, in red ink,
would be sent back punctually
within a few days of submission.

It was during this period that I
was introduced to him as the person
who was working on aircraft perfor-
mance using computers and could

generate plots on the computer.
Those days we were working on ICL
1901A system (a third-generation
mainframe with 14K words mem-
ory). The computer program was us-
ing up all the memory even with
overlay features and virtually no
trace facility. He would call me every
week and ask for some more features
to be added. Pleading with him that
we had no memory space left would
cut no ice with him. So the rest of the
week would be spent in finding a way
and squeezing his demands in. When
I showed him that I was able to meet
his requirement, he would character-
istically say, “I told you, it would be
possible.” He would add some more
requirements to add to my woes. It
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