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Natlonal Education Policy 2020 and reinventing
the possibilities in vocational skill education

At a time when a highly over-populated country like ours is

P

vocational education for a sustainable living and positive
contributionstosociety.

The National Education Policy, 2020 is a bold step in
declaring a sense of urgency of restoring vocational education
in its rightful status in school education. The policy recognizes
that one vital role of formal education is to impart gainful
skills to enable students earn decent income for sustainable
livelihood when they enter into adulthood Currently, India
stands at a threshold of demographic divide with the largest
young population in the world and is experiencing the spectre
of youth While remains high
among young population, joblessness has become a blggcr
challenge for the educated youth, According to a recent study
by Srija and Sanghi (2014), India’s unemployment rate at
usual status among educated youth—graduate and above is
88.4%. While India has witnessed massive expansion of
schools, and educational institutes, the increased significance
of pmrelllng India’s growing cconomy by addressing its
unemployed youth of a momentous scale by providing a range
of specific skills training is long felt due.

India’s large young population is yet to be equipped with
the right kind of job oriented skills. According to various
national and i I reports,only a
5% to 8% of the Indian labour force in the age group of 20~
24 years obtained vocational skills through formal means;
whereas the percentage of skilled workforce in industrialized
countries varies between 60% and 96%. Countries such as the
‘UK, Gormany, Australia, Japan, France, and China supported
vocational education at the school level on a large scale since
the carly decades while countries of Latin America started
much later in the 1990s. The high proportion of vocationally
trained labour-power in these countries is a result of massive
and systematio skill interventions at d]ﬂ'ment :mgus of school

cation, For example, Germany’s dual sys-
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Considering India’ extensive network systems for cduca-
tion, it's only through the use of this system that can put

those in are pre-
pared for higher education.
China, with the largest popy-
lation and labour force in the
Wm'ld, bas achicved uw\lnd—

l.l educanon wider reach, effective
and i of second-
ary education pollcy (1012) with a renewed commitment by
integrating skill component into it to make vocational educa-
hon aspirational. The policy aligns with the National Skills

rowth
mbmmmlly built wn law-
cost and low-skill
manyfactyring for expoﬂ. A
former Director-General of
the Institute of Applied Man-
power Research, Delhi, who
visited China to study the
Chinese vocational
systemy iina’svocational
integration to the school system as stunning and mind-
blowing Experts attribute China’s superpower manufacturing
status in the world to its of ional

set up by the Ministry of Skill
Devclupmmt and Entreprencurship (MSDE) 2014, National
Skill Development Council under MSDE envisions the inte-
gration of schools with the skill development programmes by
developing a robust skill policy framework for skilling its
‘millions of youth within a time-bound to make them skilled
workforce and employable. The Government has identified 40
‘major sector skills, ranging from automotive, agriculture, se-
curity, retail, textiles, handlooms, beayty and wellness fo media,
entertainment and so forth. Each of these sectors comprising
hundreds of sub-trades are under the purview of Sector Skill
Councils whose main job is to ensur that skill raining needs

training, strongly interfacing at junior high school (grade 7-
9)and higher vocational education for senior high school
students. A strong foundation of vocationalism and skilling
workforce in China begins from the school level that in Chma

above 47% scnior sccondary students enter the

and its i are relevant to industry requirements
and market demands. The new policy framework on
vocationalization of education is strategically a breakaway
from the previously existing system by allowing flexibility
and creativity in .u smm  management and delivery through

ion by involving all relevant

stream as against 3% in India in which the situation is de-
scribed as a “big black hole”, China’s success story is mainly
due to its implementation design by strictly following the rules
laid down in the Vocational Educational Law. Waving off
tuition fees and providing incentives for needy students also
boost the morale of vocational students. The experience of
Latin American countries is equally inspiring. Recently, Latin
American countries witnessed considerable changes in voca-
uonal educman and training systems as an integral programme
One signifi-

stakeholders— tm.u.ung institutes, industries, local govern-

‘ments and schools. The policy dcvclapmcnt is a response to

ad.d.rcs: the given rcalltu:s of India’s mpldly clulngmg eco-

nomi : youth for d skill
1! tional and i

With our hi and t‘a.l:c i
we tend to devalue the mca.niug of vocational education. On
the contrary, the main aim of vocational education is to in-
crease the employment potential of young people by imparting

outh
cant ‘model is o implementation of a large number of skill

tem is the largest provider of vocational education and training
at the upper secondary level. The system is based on a long
tradition of apprenticeships where dual system—general edu-
cation and firm based specific-training co-cxists at the school
level, In the UK system, it is during the stage

initiatives with a strategic focus on post-primary
formal < education; and employment services such as assistance
to job-seekers in the form of career counselling, direct job
placement, classroom and on-the-job training, web portal and
so forth, Outside L'h: formal education system, there are skill

students join vocational education programs in broad indus-
tries including tourism, health-care, manufacturing, business,
engincering, social carc cic, In France, the sysicm is based on

students i d who

capacify building programmes for youth
largely funded by development cooperation agencies with the
aim of integrating into the labour market. Social protection

rogrammes such as Conditional cash Transfer as part of
Chile Solidario are other important strategies to promote skill

skilis and training fmm early on in life. When
skills of different trades, crafts and arts are learned thrczljh
vocatic cation with its aesthetic smlblhtles, it not only
promotes meaningful pedagogy—learning through *
also prepares an individual to be more pmd\wtlve joyful, and
self-reliant as Gandhi’s experiential account at Tolstoy Farm
in South Aftica reminds us all of the great valuc of vocational
education that, “the weak became stronger in the Tolstoy farm
and labour proved to be tonic for all”.
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