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Editors’ Note

As we move deeper into the twelfth year of publication of
NIAS NEWS, we would like to reiterate our earnest
attempts at providing you glimpses of the activities
being carried out at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies. We do hope that you enjoy reading it as much as
we enjoy producing the newsletter. We would definitely
like to make this attempt more interactive and so, please
do write in to let us know if you have any suggestions
and comments regarding its contents or format.

Anindya Sinha, Hamsa Kalyani and A Deva Raju,
Editors, April 2003



QU8 From the Director’s
" Desk

We had such a hectic January this quarter that
most of us have spent the rest of it recovering from
it! There was first of all the international
symposium on Science and Beyond which was
extremely well attended, attracted a large number
of the most distinguished speakers from within the
country and abroad, and, I believe, appealed
strongly to the public of Bangalore going by the
extensive coverage that the event got in the press.
Many different points of view were presented at
the meeting, and the lectures by Nobel Laureate
Charles Townes, the British mathematician Sir
Roger Penrose, the celebrated primatologist Jane
Goodall, were given to packed houses (in Jane
Goodall's case, a large number of young people
shared the huge stage of the NIAS Auditorium with
the speaker). The programme got off to a great
start on January 8 with Dr Karan Singh, MP, scholar
and statesman, giving the inaugural address, and
Mr N R Narayana Murthy of Infosys and Prof Philip
Clayton of Sonoma State University giving keynote
addresses. The Chief Minister of Karnataka, Mr S M
Krishna, presided over the function, and Mr Justice
Sri Nittoor Srinivasa Rau was the guest of honour.
Among the many interesting events during the
Symposium was a lunch-hour concert on the piano
by Dr Raja Ramanna, Director-Emeritus of this
Institute.

After the Symposium we had a meeting with
members of the Committee on International
Security and Arms Control of the US National
Academy of Sciences, and then our usual January
course for senior executives. As all of these were
preceded by the Science Congress, which this year
was held in Bangalore in the early days of January,
we really had no breathing time during the whole
month.

Among the other notable events during the quarter
was the third M N Srinivas Memorial Lecture given
by Mr Justice M N Venkatachaliah on 17 January
2003. He spoke on the theme Does technology re-
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invent a purpose in civilization? Teleology from Bergson to
William Halal. Another interesting programme was an
evening with the famous painter M F Hussain. This
included a screening of his fitm Gajagamini, followed by
a discussion with him on his art.

On behalf of the Institute I would like to say how happy
we are that Dr Arcot Ramachandran, Honorary Professor
at the Institute, was decorated with the Padma Bhushan
in this year's Republic Day honours. We value highly
having Dr Ramachandran as one of our faculty, with the
interest he takes in energy studies in particular and the
enthusiastic support he has given to many of the courses
we have run. .

R Narasimha






