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This issue of NIAS NEWS marks the
beginning of the eleventh year of
publication of this newsletter, which began
under the able stewardship of Major
General M K Paul, our Controller. Over
the years we have introduced various
changes in its contents and format in an
effort to make it more informative and
interesting. This issue too is no exception.
We have now begun to incorporate small
abstracts and reviews of some of the
lectures and other programmes organised
by the Institute to give the readers an idea
about the eclectic nature of the academic
environment that NIAS has always
represented. We have planned other
innovative changes in the newsletter as well
and hope to introduce them in the
forthcoming issues of NIAS NEWS.

The basic aims and purpose of the
newsletter, however, continue to remain the
same — that of providing you glimpses of
the activities being carried out at the
Institute. What will also not change, we
hope, is the continued support that we have
been receiving from our readers in the form
of valuable suggestions and comments on
how we can improve NIAS NEWS further
- please do keep writing in!



Before we end, we would like to apologise
for two inadvertent errors that had crept
into our last issue — Vol 10, No 4, October
2001. On page 41, the Discussion Meeting
on China and India in Contemporary Asia,
joinly organised by the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars,
Confederation of Indian Industries and Asia
Society, was held at Bangalore, not in New
Delhi. On page 46, the name of the Consul
General of the United States of America
who visited our Institute was Mr Bernard |
Alter, not Altex as mistakenly reported.

Anindya Sinha, Hamsa Kalyani and
A Devaraju,
Editors, January 2002




From the Divector’s
Desk

On behalf of all of us at this Institute | have
great pleasure in welcoming Prof M S
Swaminathan FRS as Chairman of the
Institute’s Council of Management. Prof
Swaminathan is known nationally and
internationally as one of the chief architects
of the Indian green revolution. He has
been widely honoured for his leadership of
the great scientific, technological and
managerial effort that went into ensuring
that this country produces enough food for
itself. In recent decades he has turned his
attention to a large number of other projects
that have to do with rural development
using science (and particularly in recent
years Information Technology). It is a
privilege for us to have him as the Chairman
of our Council, and | look forward to
working with him on the future of this
Institute in coming years.

At the same time we bid farewell to Dr
Jamshed | Bhabha who has been Chairman
of the Council since 1994. Dr Bhabha has
presided with distinction over the growth
of this Institute in a critical period. He has
always been most helpful and encouraging
to us in our efforts, and I sincerely hope
that the laying down of office as Chairman
of the Council does not mean that he will
not continue to be interested in the future
of this Institute! Once again, on behalf of
all of us here, | want to thank him for
ensuring that the Institute has matured so
well since its foundation.

| also want to thank Mr Ishaat Hussain who
was Chairman of the Council for a short
period between Dr Bhabha and Dr
Swaminathan.



We had another busy quarter, among the
highlights of which was the play
Copenhagen enacted at this Institute in
collaboration with the Indian Institute of
Science Literature Society. The play is set
around the episode involving the visit of
the well-known German physicist Werner
Heisenberg to his earlier mentor Niels Bohr
in Nazi-occupied Denmark in the year
1941. The play was absorbing and was
greatly appreciated by a packed house.
(Incidentally the flexible seating
arrangement in the JRD Tata Auditorium
was a great advantage for the staging of
this play, as the set was a very simple
circular platform surrounded by the
audience. In fact this was one occasion
where part of the audience was seated on
the dais!) A report on the play appears
elsewhere in this issue.

We had our share of courses, including in
particular one for the Indian Space Research
Organization — the third time that we have

arranged it — which went off very well
indeed.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the
Tata Education Trust for their continued
support to this Institute and for their faith
in the importance of our programmes. In
particular | am grateful to Mr Ratan Tata,
Mr R M Lala, Mr Xerxes Desai and Dr
Bhabha for the personal interest they have
taken in helping us on our finances.

R Narasimha
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