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Neuroscience: Linking up
genetics, consciousness

Bangalore, June 23: The Gen-
.ome project has brought excite-
inent and apprehensions to the
public, particularly the scienti-
fic. community. So also a nev-
er-ending moral debate.
- " Bangalore, synonymous
/with IT and BT will now have
-'another facet - a city with an
.interface between a culture ste-
‘eped in religion and the explos-

ion of the modern global tec-
hno-culture. Reason enough to
hold the. International- Semi-
nar on Science and Metaphys-
ics., To relate consciousness
with genetics through neurosc-
ience. \

The National Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies (NIAS), in asso-
ciation with the US-based John
Templeton = Foundation, will

- host the seminar from June 24

to June 27, said NIAS Director
Roddam Narasimha, address-
ing a press conference here on
Saturday.

This is the first of two confer-
ences to be held in Bangalore.
The second will be in 2003. “‘Re-
‘cent “developments in génetics
have raised many issues that
need to be examined from a fre-
sh perspective.” Consciousn-
ess was a part of philosophy,
but now it was getting closer to
hard science. .

The seminar will focus on de-
velopments in the field of gene-
tics, related ethical and moral
issues and metaphysical impli-
cations of the Genome project,
approach to' consciousness in
various schools of philosophy,
etc. In February 1999, NIAS
had organised a seminar on
consciousness, he said.



