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EDtCATION

W HEN M ani dropped out 
of school, h is  p aren ts 
w ere happy. T hey had  
reason  to be. They could no t only 

save Rs 50 p er m onth , spent on h is 
education, b u t also gain  Rs 400 
m ore onye M ani began  work a t 
the  garage. How could education 
help anyone? I t h ad  no t helped 
them . And w hat had  no t helped 
th em  w ould ce rta in ly  no t help 
th e ir  son.

A n in creas in g  n u m b er of 
school-educated  p a re n ts  in 
Bangalore’s u rb an  slum s express 
s im ila r opinions. M ost of them  
are  from  the  skilled and  a rtisan  
caste groups, have lost th e ir  liveli
hood in the ru ra l a reas and  have 
m ig ra ted  to the  cities. Though 
educated  up to high-school levels, 
they  a re  now p a r t  of the  u rb an  
in fo rm al econom y an d  casual 
labour force, and  face a  varie ty  of 
problem s such a s  language b a r r i
ers, lack  o f in fo rm atio n  on 
schools, and  disenchan tm ent w ith  
education. As a  resu lt, th e ir  ch il
d ren  are  unable to a ttend  school 
o r  a re  no t encouraged to be in  
school.

B orn  and  educated up to 
th e  e ig h th  s ta n d a rd  in 
T h iru v a n n a m a la i in  
TamU N adu, M an i’s 
p a r e n t s  
R am alingam  and  
V asan ti cam e to 
B angalore 15 
y ea rs  ago in  
se a rc h  o f an  
“office” job.
W h i l e  
R a m a l i n g a m  
asp ired  to 
becom e a  peon 
in  a  governm ent 
office, V asan th i 
hoped h e r  school
ing would fetch h er 
a  “respectable” job.
A fter two m onths, 
bo th  beg an  w ork a t a 
construction  site  a s  daUy- 
wage labourers. T ill date, they 
continue in  the  sam e ‘profession’ 
and  have given up aU dream s of

The growing 
num ber of new  
generation illiterate 
children in the 
Bangalore slums, 
who are neither in 
school nor in w age  
labour, Indicates a 
range of problems 
wrought in our 
education system, 
writes SARITA  
TU K A R A M “office” job.

“W hen I was a  young boy, my 
father, an  ag ricu ltu ra l labourer, 
sen t m e to school so th a t I could 

lead a life be tte r th an  his. He 
* believed th a t education  

would help me get a gov
e rn m e n t job and  I 

w ould live com fort
ably B ut even after 

com pleting  my 
e ighth standard , I 
do the  sam e work 
th a t m any illit
e ra te  people do. 
Some o f them  
a re  even
w ealth ie r th an  
m e,” says 
Ram alingam .

He does not 
w ant h is  son  to 

w aste  p rec ious 
lea rn in g  years in a 

school.
“W hat use is educa

tion? My wife and  I are 
educated  b u t we do not 

have secure jobs. How wUl it 
be d ifferent for my son? If he 
begins to work a t a  young age, he

wUl le a rn  faster. I am  happy he 
left school,” he  says.

WhUe some of these children 
a re  w ithdraw n from  school and 
m ade to jo in  the  lab o u r force, 
m any others are  n e ith e r  in  school 
n o r in  wage labour A ccording to 
su rv ey  conducted  by the  
Sociology and  Social 
A nthropology  U nit a t  the  
N ational In stitu te  of Advanced 
S tudies, B angalore, in  A ugust 
2001, 1040 of the  1500 households 
in  a slum  in  the city  have children 
betw een 6-14 years, who a re  eligi
ble to a ttend  school. Of the 2106 
child ren  in  th is  age group, 69.9 per 
cent are  enrolled in school while 
30 p er cent are out of school. Of 
th is, 30 per cent, are  employed in 
wage labour while the  rem aining 
70 p er cent of the  out-of-school 
ch ild ren  are  ne ith e r  in  school nor 
employed.

Eleven-year-old V eeram ani is 
enrolled in school bu t does not 
a tten d  class. H is fa th er 
A nn am ala i has com pleted  h is 
ten th  s tan d ard  and  h is m other 
U nni dropped out of school after 
h e r  fifth  standard. Asked why he

does no t a ttend  school, V eeram ani 
says, “I don’t  like going to school 
because I am  punished  if  I do not 
com plete hom ework. The teachers 
sho u t a t m e.”

A nnam alai is upset th a t h is 
son  refuses to work. “H e’s not 
going to school so he can  work at 
th e  co n s tru c tio n  s ite  o r  in  a 
garage. B ut he refuses to work 
an d  spends the  en tire  day w ith 
o th er boys playing m arbles and

ro am in g  around . If he was 
em ployed som ew here, he could 
con tribu te  to th e  famUy incom e,” 
he  says.

A ccording to the NIAS survey, 
21 per cent of the children  in  five 
slum s th a t  w ere stud ied  w ere 
“no w h ere” c h ild ren  -  n e ith e r  
enrolled  in  school n o r employed. 
S im ila rly  a n o th e r  su rvey  con
ducted  by an  NGO, Paraspara, in 
M allesw aram  constituency  
showed th a t o f the  9737 children. 
36 p er cen t of these children  were 
n e ith e r  in  school n o r involved in 
wage labour

It is im portan t to focus on th is 
grow ing num ber of now here chil
d ren  and  to the  new generation of 
Illiterate  child ren  as they indicate 
a  range of problem s in education 
o p p o rtu n itie s  of ch ild ren  in  
poverty In  add ition  to dysfunc
tio n a l schools, inadequate  
p aren ta l atten tion , lack of m otiva
tion  from  teachers, absence of a 
favourable environm ent for edu
cation  an d  fa ilu re  of the schools 
to transcend  these obstacles have 
heightened th e  problem  of basic 
e d u ca tio n  deprivation .
U nchecked, th is  could reproduce 
social and  econom ic inequalities. 
Schools m u st therefore act as a 
buffer to the  disadvantages faced 
by ch ild ren  in  these poverty areas 
and  in tensify  education opportu
n ities  for them .


