
Dro in primary 
school 84 p.c.

By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, FEB. 17. The G overnm ent Lower Pri­
m ary School in  the Ragigudda slum  has three 
sm all room s, courtesy  charitable benefactors, 
and one o ther room  w ith in  the slum  itself. The 
d ropou t rate  in  the school is as high as 84 per 
cent.

“The functioning and  the orien tation  of the 
school indicate th a t it is no t able to retain  m ost 
children  even up  to  Class IV,” says a “local educa­
tion  rep o rt” on u rb an  poverty and  basic educa­
tion  deprivation, from  th e  N ational Institu te of 
A dvanced Studies (NIAS), w hich studied  the slum  
as a specific case.

As reported  in th e  study, da ta  from 1994 to 
2001 show  th a t the  school had  163 registered stu ­
dents. Of these, in  1995-96, 55 children enrolled 
in Class I. By 1998-99, there  w ere only n ine s tu ­
den ts left in  Class IV, a d ropou t rate of 84 per 
centAn average of 77 per cen t of children, w ho 
enrolled, d ropped  ou t betw een 1994 and 2001. As 
part o f its field research, the NIAS team  in te r­
viewed the children  going to  the school in the

slum  or two o ther governm ent schools located 
w ithin the w ard, to  find ou t why they left school.

The findings say 81 per cen t of out-of-school 
children w ere dropouts. Of these, 60 per cen t c it­
ed fam ily-related reasons for leaving school. As 
m uch as 30 per cen t of studen ts cited school- 
related  reasons.

Fam ily-related reasons include financial p rob­
lem s or sudden  econom ic crises in the family (20 
p er cent), m igration of th e  family (15 per cent), 
several fam ilies here are from  neighbouring 
States and  keep going back an d /o r  to  o ther plac­
es.

M ore boys left on their own, while girls were 
w ithdraw n to help  at hom e an d /o r  w ith their 
m o thers ' work as unpaid  dom estic help, look af­
te r siblings, and  w hen an adult fell ill at hom e.

School-related reasons include being "bored  
w ith school" (15 per cent), ill-treatm ent by teach ­
er (five per cent) and  d istance from school (10 per 
cent).

There w ere several o ther im portan t reasons 
tha t took a child in the slum  away from school, 
including th e  m id-day m eal no t being served.


