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^No change in history of Indian Railways’
By O ur Special C orrespondent

DHARWAD, AUG. 20. The history of Indian 
Railways rem ains unchanged, despite in ­
form ation available in a docum ent in the 
Rookee Archives unearthed recently, ac­
cording to S. Settar, and S. Radhakrishnan 
of the National Institute of Advanced S tud­
ies, Bangalore, and form er C hairm an of the 
Indian Council for Historical Research 
(ICHR).

Prof. Settar, w ho was General Editor of 
die three-volum e publication of "Railway 
C onstruction in India” brought out by 
ICHR, was reacting to  the sta tem ent by the 
Railway Minister, Nitish Kumar, on the 
Railways' willingness to consider the new 
m aterial brought before it.

Prof. Settar, who has written to Mr. Nitish 
Kumar in this connection, said the Roorkee 
docum ent brought out by Prem Vrat, Direc­
tor of IIT, was interesting. However, the

claim that first train ran betw een Roorkee 
and Pilar Kaliar on D ecem ber 22, 18.S1, 
m ore than  a year earlier to the one that ran 
betw een M um bai and Thane, was too tall. 
While inform ation on history was welcome, 
it should not be sensationalised. Prof. Settar 
told Mr. Nitish Kumar.

What Roorkee dorum em  seem ed to in ­
form was not the passenger railway that 
regularly transported  m en and m aterial, 
but a small locomotive, perliaps similar to 
that of a trolley used i'or trans|U)rting mud 
and mire at the tim e of construction of an 
aqueduct of a canal to draw  water from the 
Solani river. In the absence of further d e ­
tails, particularly photographs, it was diffi­
cult to establish its true character, he said.

Prof Settar said that he was not able to 
locate either c:ol. (^autley or the engineer, 
Thomson, (associated with the Roorkee 
train) am ong the p rom inent nam es that fig­
ured in the railway docum ent of the 19th

Century. C:ivil engineers and m em bers of 
the Board of Revenue involved in replace­
m ent of roads with rail tracks in the Thir­
ties, and the first experim ental railway line 
of this kind might be the Red Hills and Little 
M ount track in c;hennai, w hich was com ­
pleted in D ecem ber 1837. It was called the 
“W ind Carriage Railway” as its conveyance 
carriage was fitted not with loco bu t a lug- 
sail.

This was certainly longer and speedier 
rail transport than  the goods carrier of 
Roorkee. The Roorkee rail of the Fifties is 
said to have covered tw o-and-a-half miles 
in 38 m inutes at a speed of four m iles per 
hour, while the speed of the Red Hills Rail 
Carriage was not less than  12 miles per 
hour. Carrying som e passengers, it covered 
25 miles in the first run. "If we have to iden­
tify the first passenger service on rail track, 
it should be the Red Hills Railway of M a­
dras,” P rof Settar said.

Sanitation yet to reach rural people
By T.V.Slvanandan

GUl^ARGA, AUG. 20. People in ni- 
ral areas of the State continue to 
be deprived of sanitation.

Only 6.85 per cent of rural 
households have access to to i­
lets, and the situation is even 
worse in backward regions, ac­
cording to official sources.

A study conducted in this re­
gard said that 15 of the 27 dis­
tricts were below the State 
average in term s of having toi­
lets. All five districts in the Gul- 
barga Division, Gulbarga, Bidar, 
Raichur, Bellary, and Koppal, 
had the dubious distinction of 
having less num ber of toilets in 
rural habitations.

Although rural sanitation 
form ed an im portant com po­
nen t in the developm ent of a 
particular area or region, the 
authorities had failed in this re­
gard. The H um an Development 
Indicators poin ted  out that lack

of sanitation in a particular area 
was the m ost visible sign of 
backwardness, and sanitation 
was an im portant aspect in 
m easuring hum an develop­
m ent, it said.

The High Power Com m ittee 
for Redressal of Regional Im bal­
ances (HPCRRI), which took 
note of lack of sanitation in ru ­
ral areas, has suggested several 
m easures to overcom e the 
problem  in its final report su b ­
m itted to the Government.

Official sources told The 
H indu  today that the com m ittee 
had urged the G overnm ent to 
adopt a total village sanitation 
program m e with a focus on 
prom oting integrated sanitation 
in villages. Steps should be tak­
en for safe disposal of hum an 
excreta, to provide storm  water 
drains, removal of m anure 
heaps from the vicinity of 
houses, develop internal roads 
and streets, and to provide im ­

proved "chullas" to enable 
cooking in a sm oke free 
atm osphere.

The com m ittee recom m end­
ed to the G overnm ent to form u­
late a program m e to provide 
.sanitation facilities by covering 
30 per cent of the rural popula­
tion in five years com m encing 
from the current year at an esti­
m ated cost of Rs. 360 crore per 
year, and 60 per cent of the in­
vestm ent should be m ade in 
North Karnataka, sources said.

Sources said taluk and gram 
panchayats were en trusted  with 
the responsibility of construct­
ing storm  w ater drains and 
com m unity toilets in villages. 
However, the initiative failed to 
take off due to paucity of funds. 
The Central Rural Sanitation 
Program m e (CRSP) was de­
signed to construct safe latrines 
ba.sed on the “tw in-pit pour 
flush” model. However, the de­
sired result could not be

achieved due to the coverage of 
families living below the pover­
ty line (BPL) only and poor allo­
cation of funds.

Sources said under the pro­
gram m e, 80 per cent o f the ex­
penditure on latrines was 
provided as subsidy to BPL fam ­
ilies. The G overnm ent also ex­
tended grants to construct 
com m unity latrines for women. 
The schem e was successful in 
places having good w ater sup­
ply. Only 1.19 lakh households 
in the State were covered under 
the program m e from 1985 to 
1995. Sources said the Nirmala 
Cirama Yojana was introduced 
in the State during 1995-96 to 
construct latrines. Till 2000,7.53 
lakh latrines were built in rural 
areas at a cost of Rs. 91.71 crore- 
.Besides, 89,000 latrines were 
constructed  betw een 1993 and 
2000 under the Integrated Rural 
W ater Supply and Environm en­
tal Sanitation Project.


