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Bangalore, Sept. 7: A study
conducted by the National
Institute Advanced Studies
has concluded that fanners
shifting crops from coarse
cereals to paddy and vegeta-
bles in the Hyderabad-Kar-
nataka region of the state in
the hope of better returns,
have been forced to increase
the use of pesticides. The

In Bhatinda, farmers spend
nearly 50 per cent of the total
cost of cotton cultivation for
pesticides while in Andhra
Pradesh, fanners set aside 42
per cent of funds earmarked
for the same crop again for
pesticides. In Nasik, farmers
have to spend nearly 38 per
cent of the total cost on con-
trolling insecticides attacking
the vegetable crop.

The study concludes that
farmers opt for a single crop
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He found that farmers had to
increase the use of pesticides
in Raichur and Bellary in Kar-
nataka, Guntur and Warangal
in Andhra Pradesh, Bhatinda
in Punjab and Nasik in Maha-
rashtra. The findings of the
study were made public last
week.

The report said that farmers
in Bellary and Raichur dis-
tricts spend 25 percent of the
total cost of cultivation on
pesticides for growing paddy.

rary respite for some crops,
some pests have developed
resistance to insecticides used
over a period of time. The
high use of pesticides has also
had its impact on human
health. There have been sev-
eral pesticide-related poison-
ing cases in these areas, the
study said, adding that pesti-
cide related deaths were how-
ever rare.

According to the study find-
ings, on an average, 20 poi-
soning cases are registered in
two government hospitals in
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Bellary and Raichur every month whereas the number of such
cases is nearly 50 in Guntur and Warangal. In Nasik, pesticide
related poisoning cases are around 10 cases every month while
in Bhatinda, around five cases are reported in two hospitals
monthly.

The study also observed that representatives of private pesti-
cide companies interact more with farmers than the govern-
ment appointed agriculture extension officers particularly in
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

it recommends that scientists and agriculture extension work-
ers attached to universities should have a constant interaction
with farmers and prevent them from using spurious pesticides.
Alternative pest management practices, diversification in crop-
ping patterns, inter cropping and organic fanning be encour-
aged to reduce the use of pesticides, the study said, adding that
farmers should be educated in the safe formulation and scien-
tific use of pesticides.



