New Physics Points
To Cosmic Spirit

By Mani Bhaumik

‘God is dead' proclaimed a
cover story in Time maga-
zine in the 1960s, and held
science responsible for it.
Case closed? Far from it. By
the 1990s, people were talking
about things like ‘can spiri-
tuality promote health?’ The
pendulum is now swinging
in the other direction. Ironi-
cally enough, it is the same
science that once killed off
the notion of God that is now
strengthening humankind’s
belief in a ‘supreme power’.
Latest revelations in cosmol-
ogy and quantum physics are
fostering this paradigm shift.

Transcending theologies
and denominations, there is
a conviction in a creator
divinity  which, having
spawned the universe, is
present throughout it, up-
holding and administering
the universe. People have al-
ways accepted that God will
never be revealed to us em-
pirically Yetfor eons we have
deemed this entity worthy of
adoration and have directed
ardent prayers to it,
making it the vessel
of our hope.

Now, for the first
time in  human

This is so because physics at
extremely high temperatures
that existed at the onset of
the universe is equivalent to
physics at fundamentally
small distances. Therefore,
the manifest condition at the
onset of the universe is
presumed to be the same in
an unmanifest, quantum
physical way at or near the
fabric of space. The exis-
tence of the common source
at the fabric of space would
be no less real than the
elusive denizens of empty
space known to scientists as
virtual screening charges.
Persuasive evidence points
to a source, which, having
spawned the universe, is now
present in all space and time.
This entity isuncannily rem-
iniscent of the Brahman of
Vedanta and immanence in
Christian theology What is
missing is credible evidence
of awareness in this entity
The necessity for embracing
a simultaneous existence of
complementary properties to
explain the quan-
tum world paves the
way for contempo-
rary scientists to
find an essential
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throughout the uni-
verse, representing the
primary elements of reality
This entity’s existence, com-
prising unmanifest quantum
fields and possessing the
elemental blueprint of every-
thing physical, rests on a
solid scientific foundation.
Physicists and cosmologists
are also close to proving that
all these fields arise from a
common source that was
present in an infinitesimal
nugget at the inception of the
universe. The source sequen-
tially unfolded to create the
universe and everything
in it. We already have
semi-quantitative proof, even
in the absence of a complete
mathematical theory The
elegance of the symmetries
and incredible precision of
the blueprint possessed by
the source predisposes us to
believe that it mirrors the
intelligence of a higher pow-
er and amounts to a veritable
experience of the deity

Just as the religious God
did not create the world and
leave it, the soiu-ce is still
active ttoough the universe.

viewpoint, the irre-
ducible primary realities of
field and consciousness are
inseparable aspects of the
same elementary process of
our universe united through
mutual participation; the bi-
ological nervous system just
provides a material struture
for unfolding consciousness
in each individual.

So, plausible arguments
can be made to suggest
that the common source
has an inherent quality of
awareness, thereby giving
credence to the existence of a
cosmic spirit. This spirit is
present in every element of
space. Like fish in water, we
are immersed init. Timingin
to that awareness, realising
we are part of it, will help us
cope with whatever crises
await us in our increasingly
complex, polluted, overpopu-
lated, overheated, over-
armed, violent world. Indeed,
if we become part of nature’s
inherently spiritual direc-
tion, we should flourish and
bring meaning and purpose
to our terrestrial journey
http-7/spirituality.indiatimes.com
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Testof Civilisation

Where women are
honoured, there the
gods are delighted,

but where they are
insulted, all sacred
rites become futile.

Manu Smriti 111.56

In Jivaka's pleasant
woodland walked
Subha the Sister A
gallant met her there
and barred the way To
him thus spake Subha,
‘What have | done to
offend thee, that
thus in my path
thou comest?...’
‘Young art thou,
maiden, and faultless
— what seekest thou
in the holy life?...
come, in the blossom-
ing woodland seek
we our pleasure...’
‘What now to thee,
in this carrion-filled,
grave-filing carcass
so fragile seen by thee,
seemeth to warrant

the doctrine
thou speakest?...
‘Eyes has thou like
the gazelle’s...which
feedeth the depths of
my passion. Shrined
in thy dazzling,
immaculate face as
in calyx of lotus...’
‘Thou art blind! Thou
chasest a sham. What
is this eye but a little
ball lodged in the fork
of ahollow tree,
bubble of film,
anointed with
tear-brine, exuding
slime-drops?’
Forthwith the maiden
so lovely tore out
her eye and gave it
to him: ‘Here! Take
thou thine eye!’
Nor sinned she, her
heart unobstructed.
Straightaway the lust
in him ceased and he
her pardon implored.
Freed from molesting,
the Sister went on her
way to the Buddha...
Thereafter, her sight
was restored tq her

Psalm of Sister Subha

Social science affirms
that a woman'’s place
in society marks the
level of civilisation.
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