JN HyWrt"ONiV: Nuclear scientist Dr Raja Ramanna plays or» tbe pteno with violinist Ananth Kamath to pfbvide a musical interlude
during the science arid Siilritual Quest session in Bangalore on Friday — Express Photo by Keshav Vitla  »Road to convergence, P 5
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STARS OF THE DAY

SIRROGER PENROSE

RouseBallProfessor o fMathematics,
Oxford University

IR Penrose iSa brillto t mathematician and one

of the foremost experts in theoretical physics in

theworld. He did his PH.Dat St. John’s College, Cam-
bridge, and shared the Wolf Prize with Stephen
Hawking in 1988for their understandingofthexmiverse. He hasalso
won the Royal Society Royal Medal and the Albert Einstein prize.
Knighted in 19%4for servicesto science, Sir Penrose hasinterestsin
geometry, having made contributions to the theory of non-periodic
tilings, to relativity theory and foxmdation of qutotum theory.

DrJANEGOODALL
Primatologist, Animal Rightsactivistand
UNgoodwillambassador

ANE Goodall’s landmark work with wild chim-

panzees on Tanzania's L"ke Tanganyika's east-

ern shore has redefined the relationship between

humans and animals and laid the foundation for

futureprimatolc”cal research. Her study, which beganin the sum-

mer of 1960, marked the longest contmuous field study of animals

in their natural habitat. Dr Goodall distinguished between indi-

vidual chimpanzee personalities and chronicled even the precur-
sors of religious behaviour.

PHILIP CLAYTON
P rofofPhilosophy, Harvard University,
USAandprincipalinvestigator
Sderux and the Spiritual Quest
HELP Clayton holds a PH.D in religious studies
and philosophy from Yale University. He has
been a guest professor at Divinity School, Harvard
University, Humboldt Professor at the University of Munich and
senior Fulbright professor, also at the University of Munich. His
interest lies in developing a theology of emergence.

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

Founderand Leadero fthe ArtofLiving Foundation

TH Efounderofthe ArtofLiving Foundation isthe
inspiration behind numerous charitable organ-
isations focused on service and the promotion of
human values. “ Service is the expression ofjoy and
love. Ask yourself how can | be useful to those
around me and to the whole world? Then your heart starts to blos-
somand completely new level begins...,” SriSri hassaid. He speaks
in 30to 40countries ayear reminding people that the great spiritu-
traditions have common goals and valtjes.

DrRAJARANIANNA
MP, Director emerituso fthe N ational Institute
o fAdvaruxd Studies, memberAtomic
Energy Commission and nuclear scientist

R Riamanna is one of the foremost nuclear sci-

entists in the country and is considered the
father of India's nuclear programme. His interests
are inthefieldsofnuclear physics, reactor physicsand designapart
from European and Indian music and Philosophy. He has been
awarded the Padma Vibhushan and other important honours.

fter days of intense

soul-searching,

involving some of the

best-known scientific,

philosophical and
spiritual thinkers, the Science and
Spiritual Quest (SSQ-H) Bangalore
symposium will culminate on Sat-
urday with a public event. The
event will throw open to the public
insights and conclusions as well as
questions generated from the open
and authentic dialogue between the
two major forces shaping history—
the scientific quest and the spiritu-
al quest.

Scientists—with or without spir-
itual leanings — like Nobel Laure-
ate Charles Townes, Sir Roger Pen-
rose, Roddam Narasimha, Abd-al-
HaqqgBruno Guiderdoni, Ramanath
Cowsik, George Ellisand N. Balakr-
ishna have so far rubbed shoulders
with religious leaders and philoso-
phy scholars like Swami Bodhanan-
da Sarasvati, Rajiv Malhotra, P.K.
Mukhopadhyay, Purushottama Bil-
imoria among others at the Banga-
lore symposium.

They have reflected on the theo-
retical insights of modern science
andtheteachingsoftheworld’sreli-
gious traditions and compared par-
allels and insights that could be
shared.

SSQ-n, incidentally, isafour-year
international programme conduct-
ed by the Center for Theology and
the Natural Sciences in Berlceley,
California. It aims to promote dia-
logue among leading scientists on
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Today's final public event is being held
under the aegis of the Kengal Hanumanthaiya
Foundation with support from the Bangalore

University. The eventwill serve asa
public platform to increase awareness
about the science-religion dialogue

the connection between their scien-
tific pursuits and their religious or
spiritual practice. It does not advo-
cate a particular religious position
or a specific outcome from the dis-
cussions and is organised in vari-
ous cities across the world in
alliance with other partners.

The programme has been spon-
sored by the John Templeton Foun-
dation in association with the Cen-
terfor Theology and the Natural Sci-
ences, the University of Interdisci-
plinaire of Paris, the Indian Nation-
al Commission for co-operation
with UNESCO and the Centre for
Studies and Civilization and Indian
Council of Philosophical Research,
New Delhi.

The Bangalore conference hosted
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Chief Minister S.M. Krishna and Member of Parliament Karan Singh
(2nd from left) watch Science and Spiritual Quest kick off at the NIAS
In Bangalore with a keynote address by Philip Clayton (In the back-

ground) — Express photo

by the National Institute of
Advanced Studies titled ‘Science
and beyond: Consciousness, Cos-
mology and Technology in the Indi-
an Tradition’ is one of the largest
events to be organised as part of the
SSQand markstheendofthesecond
phase of the programme.

The choice of India as a location
for the SSQ has come about since
science and religion have not been
subject to antagonisms like those

“Two shouldbe related’

NE scientist who
believes that the
twain between science
and the spiritual should
meet is 1964NobelFliysics
laureate and inventor of
the maser and laser Dr
Charles Townes. Current- an
ly aProfessorof Physicsat
the University of Califor-
nia, Dr Townes has been
oneofthekeypartidpants
in the Bangalore legofthe
Science and the Spiritual
Quest symposium.
“lamreligiocisiybrient-

ed. I feel religion is impor-
tant. 1 have written some
papers on the relations
between scienceand
religion. | think in
thewest, Europeand
US, there has been

between scienceand
religion.
that's quite wrong.
My argument isthat
the two should be
closely related,” says
Townes.

Townes agrees that

there are

and

antipathy

out.

Conflicts he says are
good and neededfor bettec-

conflicts
between his religious and
his scientific seE “There

are some conflicts

between science
religion.
There are some
conflicts within
science itself. We

seen m the West.

Saturday’s final public event is
being held under the aegis of the
Kengal Hanumanthaiya Founda-
tion with support from the Banga-
lore University. The event will
serve as a public platform to
increase awareness about the sci-
ence-religion dialogue, as well as
provide insights into thinking of
leading lights from the scientific
and religious worlds.

understanding. “Wemust
try to think what is most
likely to be right ~ the
right way to liw, the cor-
rect way to Vview
nature...,” he says.

One of the things sclent
tists who are critical of
religionfeiltorecogniseis
thatthereare inconsisten-
cies within science itseE
“1 think it is important

I think havetoexpectthat that we recognise that in
D~Charles bemuse we don’'t  all of life we don't under-

Townes  ™derstandevery- standeverything. We just

lownes  thing,” he points  take the best choices and

live. Oneofthegoodchoic-
es is a religious view-
point,”he says.
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