
dity must show the way 
in religious loleraiice
staff Reporter

B A N G A L O R E : 71iere is a ncL'd lo  cliangc the iiiliUKic 
am ong the "in ic llig cn isia  and the a ca ­
dem ia itnvards relig ion ,” mcnihi-'r ot 
Parli<imenl and C hairm an ol tlic W orld 
In ter Faitli M ovem ent Karan Singh said 
here on Monday.

H e was delivering a lecture at the N a­
tional Institu te o f  A dvanced  Studies 
here.

H e said this group was guiliy  o f
. d ere lic tio n  o f  duty as it igno red  rcli-

Karan Singh

“T h ey  a re  e ith e r  h o stile  o r d isdainful o l relig ion , riiis 
attitu d e  has resu lted  in re lig io n  landing in the hands o f 
fu ndam entalists ,” he said.

“T h e re  is a strong need  for a change in people s a tti­
tudes. This change should stai1 from  B an galore ," he said.

G iving details o f  the In ter Faith M ovem ent, Singh said it 
was designed to  bring about be tter understanding betw een 
d ifferent religious trad itions in the world and crea te  a 
m eaningful dialogue.

“T h e  In te r Faith M ovem ent has begun to  gain m om en­
tum  but is still in the periphery o f hum an consciousness. 
T h ere  is a need  for the m om entum  to m ove to the cen tre of 
hum an consciou sness like the environm ent m ovem ent.” 
he felt.

C om m enting on the destru ction  o f Budd ha statues in 
A fghanistan , Singh said it was unfortunate that despite the 
initiatives for peace as propagated by all religions, such in­
cidents continued to occur.

A t his bo ok  release function on Sunday, Singh rued that 
fu ndam entalist forces had gained in strength referring  to 
T alib an’s decision to destroy the B am iyan Buddha statues 
in A fghanistan.

H ow ever, he expressed confid ence that India would be 
able to  com bat this effectively

“T h e w orld is in the m idst o f  a d isappearing past and an 
uncertain  future. T h e  in creasin g  crim e and v iolence 
shows that the w orld has been  unable to adapt to change. 
H um anity has know ledge like never b e fo re  to  build  a 
better and san er life. It is contrad ictory  that thc-»vealtii of 
know ledge is no t be in g  ch an n eliscd  p ro p erly ," he su m ­
marised.


