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“Toilet nile’ threat will not
develop rural areas: Ghorpade

BANGALORE. March 8 (DHNS)

Rural development has to be a
movement and cannot be forced
into rural areas by using threats
such as the ‘toilet rule* where an
aspiring gram pandiayat member
who did not have a laterine Cecil-
ity was automatically disqxuihned,
Minister for Rural Development
and Panchayat Ral M Y Ghorpade
said Imv today. Inaugurating a
consultation meeting on ‘Gender
and decentralised governance'
organised by ~ Gendo* Studies
Unit of the National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS), he said
that there are hundreds ctf ways
in which the sanitation can be
popularised but to say that a can-
didate will be disqualified If he
do”n't have a toilet, can be politi-
cally misused.

He said that since his govern-
ment was new it had passed only

two ordinances, just enou” to
protect the Panchayat Rai Act.
1993 and thought that minor
things like toilet should not be put
in an Ordinance.

Mr Ghorpade said that rural de-
velopment has to be a movement
which means that all non-govem-
mental organisations, thinking
people, Intellectuals have to get to-
getiier to promote programmes
like ‘Pancbastttra* or five waea-
tials of basic living. He aaid that
the 'Panchasutra* includes paving
(rf streets in the villages so that
there Is no stagnation of water,
drainage; toilets « individual, com-
munity and school toilets; smoke-
less Chula which can be fitted in
every home and removal oC ma-
nure pits scattered all over the
village giving an unhealthy atmos-
phere and put into alloted space.

Mr Ghorpade said that there is

notiling very political in gram
panchayat goals as there is no
scc”e for party politics and there-
fore his government had enkured
that at least the gram pandiayat
elections were flree of party pdi-
tics. Drinking water, road and oth-
er civfe amenities are a basic
neceatity and there is no political
colour in it. he added. He said that
there was a time when gram
panchayat elections were held on
perty lines and it created
unneceeeary ill will to the extent
that people started talking in
terms of Congress marriages and
Janata marria™ Congress jatra
and Janata jatra. Or N Shanta
Mohan. Fellow, (jendo* Studies
unit (f*NIAS said that according
to th~™ study de”lte the
Panchayat Ral Act providing ac-
cess to women to political *lacas
their effective participation is
lacking.

They contested
GP elections on
‘reward’ seats

Siafl Rafiottar

BANGALORE:Hiird tenn of po-
etical initiation and most of thra
are still political novices. Atanott all
of diem have contested elections
on reserved seats, the nominations
being seen as a reward for the
‘good’ party work that their male
family members have done over
the years. Their participation in the
pre-election process was minimal.
These are some of the findinn of
the Gender Studies Unit (GSU) at
the National Institute of Advanced
Studies which conducted a field
study on recently concluded gram
panchayat (GP) elections in some
ofthe pancbayats in nine villages in
the districts of Mysore, Udupi,
Koppal and the all women pan-
chayat in Mydolalu in Shimoga.
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The findings were released at the
'Consultation seminar on gender
and local governance’ here on
Wednesday amidst a mixed ptbher-
ing of 30 nevdy-elected membe”
arcut half of them women, social
mdentists and mvate organisations
Minister for Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj M.Y. Ghor-
pade waa also present.

Though Karnataka has the
longest history of reservation for
women under Panchayati Raj, a mi-
cioscopic look at the local dymmics
of GP elections reveals, without
inter-distrSct variations that party
politics are very dominant

Some of the disturbing observa-
tions are: Even in a non-p(ditical
body, the calculations seem to
favour political personalities; gram
pancbayats provide the space for
formalisation of the infonnal sys-
tem of patronage that has so far
been in existence; though education
is portrayed as the primary hurdle
in women candidates being select-
ed, field experience showM many
cases where women had been se-
lected because they belonged to
families that could afford the ex-
penditure of elections and that al-
lowed mobility and provided escort.
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Toilet rule to head
amendments list

1)e toilet mle of the gram panchayat elections

will top tte list of amaidn>ents in the Auichayu
Raj Act. said minister for rur& development and
panchayai raj M.Y. Ohorpade.

Addressing a meet on gender and local gover-
nance organised by the Nadonal Institute of
Advanced Studies on Wednesday. Mr Ghoepade
said the present govemment does not share the
view of the previous Janata Dal govermneni on the
toilet nUc. “We would have amended the rule earli-
er but at (hat time our government was still new and
we pass” two ordinances to protect the Panchayat
A Act,” be said, adding that minor issues like
mTurn to Page 10
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