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Gandhi’s ideas on
World Government

Dr Hrerpr Sank KESTLE NATHAR
adlyd 1 known worldwide 25 a Besdom
fpghter of India who led India to inde-

pendence by employing nom-violent ooyl dis-

obedienee merhod, Fe was involved in the
freedom movement for more thar fares
derades [19151947), 1.0, moos part of hiswords
life. Hence, Gogudha i larpely seen a2 a nation-
alist learer and his ideas and visas om oarorled
pc':ti-:a; structure 2= not fotich researched and
debated i public domaan, Many naght not

e that it was Gandhl who said 'National-

T 1% no the highest comeept; the highest com-

cept 15 wiorld commmunity. I would not lilee to

live in this world. if it is not to be one”

Gandhi had clearly articulatad i the jowtmals
hewsed edit that India’s Feedom
iz not Indfa-centric or agafost
any othrrnaton. Racher he con-
sidersd India’s feedorm as a pre-
conditon foe global wed fare
Crandhe’s areleresce for workd
aovernment 14 quite svident in
his stalement in f:-.mg India
dated Deceraber 26 1924, which
reads 2z “The better nu.mi al the
wodld desires today not ab-
solntely mdspendent statas war-
ring one against another but a
fedesation of Eiecdly imterdepesdent states’.
Crandhi maintained this vew throcghoat the
fresdomn shrgpele. A cowpls of months befors
India’s mdependence he wrote in Harijan
[dated June ¥, J94 T ha "The onty condition on
wrhiich the worlid can 1w 15 bedngg wnitad 15 when
it s under one central poverning body com-
-_paser_ of reprecentatives of the composent
parls,”

Gandh? had witnessed tao World Wars and
its dangerous CONSETUENCes. He had realized
that ‘conmetibve soverelimty’ and the absence
of world government have cawsed the n:nmpr11—
sives large defomee expenditare by couniies, To
curtazl s_t:pe:u:lihre o arma, eliminate swars
aming countries, and acheving perpehial
peace, Grandhn viswed woid government 25 a
nerees Y Trstmert and was ready o sacrifios
India’s soversipney for the same. In his ooinion
peace can be engared 1 the world if 2 angles
aovernment wields control over the armaments
and no sacffics would be too big to achisve
wodd peace—be it surrendering of a part of
nadonal soveredgniy. J I Exipaling, one of the

most ardent disaples of Gandhi, has writben
that “if Gandhi would have alive today he
wiottld have wasbed India to depense with it
fghting forces whatever the consequences. He
wiotld have advised that thic qnestion of Indfa’s
disarmament snould be frrespective of what
otlress did o did not.’

Apart Bormn demidlitarzation, Gandhi wanted
world goverrnest o beo other righteots rea-
somg, First, to emd *resoures dispanty’, which
hereparded 2z the cause of dsharmony amone
prople of dffrent counires. Any resoures
avadable i any pact of Cieworkd belongsto the
entire wosld and manst be utibzed taddng equoty
and sustamability into consdderaidon. World
government with s authomity over counies
can insiricenent this resotree distibution to end
poverty and minimise disparity.
Gandid wished For world gow-
eromient mzrely Som the prind-
ple of morality aswell. As per
his views, nizmzsn life 15 one,
whicks cannot be comparionern-
tabzed—socTal or nabonal. Ab-
sernce of wordd Federal stracture
makes cowctiries o belave and
2ot in a selfish mannes which
leads to the syadrome of “spki
personahty”. Cn mdividual ca-
pacity a person is admired for
being peaceful, cuthfid, modest, and helpdnl,
whereas, as an agent of a country i interma-
Horal ralatioes, m osderto beaFectve, one has
to be selfish, pronud, agaresste, overbearng,
and overpoivering, Likeswise jisdee, peacs,
demoeracy, Gandhd believed morality i3 fndi-
wisible; and colleciive roumoralily 15 bound to
poisos fmeividual mosality

The idea of world povermment was ool ex-
cliusrve bo Ganchi. Many fatelleotvals =t
rom Immanuel Kant {17241804) to Bertrand
Fazggell {18 72-1970) have advocated for federal
wiorld povermment. Mevertheless, as citizens of
Trdia it 15 worthwhile to understand what
CGandlks, the Father of Naton, had in mind
abonat the world political struchze, His fosas on
wiorld povernment wese relewast in Tus life ttme,
They are all the more pertinent oday with
workbside oslizplving expenditure on arms,
trace and odl monopaly, terrorfsm and interna-
tioral crime, and energy and climate crises,

{The author is g fost docforal Asociafe o
National Institeere of Advanced Stadies (NIAS),
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