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Address people ‘right’ly

Dk HIPPU SALK KRISTLE NATHAN
ecember 10 ig celebrated as Interna-
tional Human Rights Day. There are

quite a few fundamental rights due to indi-
widuals a8 human beings As human heings
we have the tight to live, love, and hivelihood,
and lead a life which we have reason to
value. In India’s constitution all citizens are
conferred with different dghts right to free
speech and expression, right to education,
right to information ete. This lst can go on
to include one day right to tolet. However,
here I would like to discuss one tight, which
appears to be most fundamental; but vio-
lated every now and then. That 13 the right
to be addressed with dignity.

In all vernacular languages in India we
generally have three divisionsin second per-
sont address “Tw’, “Tum’ and ‘Aap’. This
gradation has ideally, two sets of logic. One
is the degree of closeness Many address
their father for example by “Tum’ or ‘Aap’,
but address their mother, who they consider
much closer than father as ‘tw’. In the same
logic fiiends are generally addressed as “T’,
whereas unknown persons are addressed as
‘Agp’. The second logic of this gradation in
second person address 1s that of age factor
Older ones are called ‘Aap’, whereas
younger ones are called “Tu’, and ‘Tum’ 18
prevalent among peer groups.

However, there i5 a third dominant reason
for this division of address, which is rarely
discussed. That’s when an officer addresses
the peon. An owner addresses his servantor
when 4 construction engineer addresses a la-
borer Many a time this second person ad-
dress 48 "Tw’. Whereas the reverse address,
viz., when the peon addresses an officer, the
servant addresses the owner, and the laborer
addresses the engineer, it's mvatiably ‘Aap’.
This logic of gradation of second person ad-
dress is pegged to the positions and socio-
gconomic statuses of the persens in
gquestion. Caste and religious positions also
play a significant role. Generally, high caste
people, priests of religious institutes ate ad-

dressed with ‘Aap’, whereaslow caste people
are addressed “Tu’. There is no question of
‘clogeness’ or ‘age factor in these addresses.
It's simply indignity attibuted due to one’s
low social or economic ranks.

To get rid of this indignity, and upheld the
right to ‘human digmity’, the second person
address can be made universal as ‘Aap’. ‘Tu’
and “Tum’ need to be abolished. This is in
line with ‘thou’ word in English language,
which used to express intimacy, familiarity
or disregpect, have disappeared and what has
remained is universal “You'

In order to accomplish a universal "Aap’,
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we need to edit the portions of our textbooks
and literature in vernacular mediums which
promote this hutnan indignity germinating
out of divisions in second person address.
For mstance m schoel mathematcs text
hooks, in discussions regarding a money es-
change between a rickshaw puller and pas-
gsenger, the former 13 addressed as “Tu’,
whereas the latter 15 addressed as ‘Aap’. In
literature and drama these divisions are
more severe, and more prevalent.

Once we promote universal "Aap’ in hiter
ature and textbooks children from very ten-
der age would be exposed to this equity
aspect in second person address Andhence
this habit of addressmg ‘Aap’ to all irrespec-
tive of socio-economic status and posidons
will prevail in their adulthood. “Tu’ and
“tumn’, like “thou’ in English will have their
natural death.
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